
“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive

Twickenham, Middx, UK

Customer Services
Nike UK Ltd.
1, Victory Way, 
Doxford International Business Park
Sunderland SR3 3XF 
Tyne & Wear

29th May 

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have been successful in getting a place in next year’s London Marathon. “Well
done!” I can almost hear you cry. It has taken me several years to get this far and as
I am not in the “first flush of youth”, I am still working up to the full 26 miles
required to finish this marathon Marathon. So far I am up to just over two miles,
but I am very confident.

My good lady wife, by way of a gift, has decided to buy me a special costume which
includes a full Nike track suit, Nike running shoes, sweat shirt, water bottle, socks,
Nike hat, and a small portable oxygen tank, emblazoned, of course, with your
famous Nike logo, in case of emergencies en route.

I intend to complete the course, and will be training every day both in my local park
(which isn’t very big but is better than nothing, especially if you run around the
swings) and in my living room with improvised weights for additional strength-
building (a few books, a three-legged stool, and a cast iron sewing machine). But no
matter how I progress in my preparation, my trainer (the wife) and I believe that
realistically, I should easily run, walk or stagger, the final distance in excess of 
37 hours. This would put me in the last to complete section as you can now begin
to imagine.

So I am thinking that I could indeed offer you a great service. Being one of the last,
I would obviously attract specific media attention, and in so doing could offer Nike
a perfect opportunity for advertising their excellent selection of products, especially
on TV. 

TV, and Radio advertising as you know are excessively expensive by way of their
fees and I think that this presents a perfect opportunity for both parties to take
advantage of this event.

To that end, I have enclosed a small, but understandably fair Invoice for my services
in this area, and happy that I can help advertise your products.

Meanwhile, back to the training.

Yours in anticipation.

Bob Howard
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Initial purchase at full retail price of large selection Of Nike running

equipment to include: Nike tracksuit, Nike running shoes, Sweatshirt, 

Water bottle, Socks, Nike Hat.  50% charged to Nike
£  356.56p

Small portable oxygen tank with belt clip and “bullet Belt” 

to accommodate Extra refills.
£  245.00p

Cost of Nike logo being added to Oxygen tank at 

Local Quick-print shop.
£   35.00p

Appearance fee for end of race, and special “Last

Place interview” (Wife included in fee)
£  650.00p

Careful Disposal of Oxygen tank after use
£     4.99p

“Cookeswithin” 99, Kerching Drive,

Twickenham, Middx, UK

£1,291.55p

Ps. I am off to New York to see if I can get a place in their Marathon. 
If we can work something out, then I can take my Nike gear to America, 
and you know how much that could be worth don’t you?

Also, I haven’t approached any of your main competitors so far as I wanted
to give you at Nike first option on my ideas
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“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive

Twickenham, Middx, UK

Consumer Affairs Department
Nike UK Ltd.
1, Victory Way, 
Doxford International Business Park
Sunderland SR3 3XF 
Tyne & Wear

15th June 

Dear Consumer Affairs Department,

Thank you for your letter dated 1st June. I am of course disappointed to learn of
your decision not to help with my Marathon exploits for next year, but I thought it
was worth mentioning something that has happened recently that may well change
your mind.

Robert Johnson who is a distant cousin to Kim “Kipper” Johnson Vice President,
Broadcast Operations of KBD 12 TV Station, has approached me to see if I would
be interested in his new film.

Robert is currently putting together a proposal and treatment for a special
Marathon programme called The Man who came in last. 

This programme would feature my training, running around the park, working out
with my weights, talking about diet and generally preparing for next year’s run.
Obviously due to the title of the film, I would be committed to coming in last, which
I don’t think will be too difficult under the circumstances. But nevertheless, planning
is of the essence, and so I am asking you to reconsider your decision about your
support in my using Nike sportswear and accessories.

This is a unique situation, and there’s talk of doing the same thing in New York.

I would not want to dismiss your sponsorship due to a lack of interest on your part,
and have to ask Adidas or Puma to take over where we left off. So I ask you to
reconsider and trust that we can share the spoils of a successful relationship and
appear together on TV.

Yours sincerely

Bob Howard
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“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive

Twickenham, Middx, UK

Natalie Tite,
Customer Liaison Assistant
Nike UK Ltd.
1, Victory Way, 
Doxford International Business Park
Sunderland SR3 3XF 
Tyne & Wear

21st June 

Dear Natalie,

Thank you so much for your amazingly swift reply dated 16th June . I had just come
in from my daily routine around Marble Hill Park, somewhat short of puff and in
need of a serious rub down with a moist flannel.

The doorbell rang and I braced myself for a weekend onslaught of Jehovah
Witnesses or unwelcome boys with cheap tea towels, when my wife shouted out:
“Bob, you have a parcel!”

What could it be? I wasn’t expecting a delivery, as my high-density protein syringes
for the over 60s had arrived two days previous.

So it was with great surprise and delight that I opened your package to find the three
pairs of Nike Socks and the large Black and Red Nike water Bottle. Thank you very
much!  It was most welcome and will go a long way to defuse my initial disappoint-
ment with regard to our potential partnership at the next London Marathon. 

I will use the socks as “lucky mascots” and rest assured that the water bottle will be
full of anything that promises to get me round the course.

Any idea of what would be good? Is there a Nike Energy beverage that you could
recommend? Preferably with a legal supply of speed?  (Only kidding!)

Thank you again, and as you see me running at the back of the line next year I will
promise to wave and acknowledge my Nike gifts from you.

Kindest regards and if I get any other bright ideas I will of course get in touch with
you directly.

Yours most Victoriously,

Bob Howard
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