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“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive
Twickenham, Middx, UK
Penfolds
North American Office
2700 Napa Valley Corporate Drive
Suite A
Napa, CA 94558
USA
2nd April
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am a keen wine amateur, enjoying the process of wine growing as well as the drinking of it! As you are well aware, English wine is being taken more seriously than
ever, with a variety of sparkling wines from vineyards such as Chapel Down and
Ridge View holding their own in blind lineups which include many of the top French
Champagnes. The best South of England vineyards are growing at an incredible rate
of up to approximately 39% per year, but it is rumoured that they simply can’t get
enough grapes. I have, according to my gardener, the perfect chalk soil essential for
growing the high-acidity white grapes required for sparking wine. And now with the
introduction of global warming, we have something that could be very exciting here
in the United Kingdom, as I’m sure you will agree.
What I am proposing is this: I would like to rent to you a small area of my garden
to plant a few Vines in order to produce some grapes. This would eventually go
towards producing a new local Sparkling Wine. I would have probably enough
room for at least three vines initially, and I’m sure I could encourage our neighbours
to participate in this “New world meets Old” project. I am currently working with
another colleague living in Croydon who would also like to be involved in my little
venture. He has an interesting south facing slope to the left of his garage that would
suit the Pinot Noir and Chardonnay variety.
Imagine “Croydon Creek”, and “Twickenham Ridge” being available on the shelves
of the local shops. Exciting or what? Or how about “Old World Pommy-agnee?”
(Not to be confused with the cheap headache inducing pear fizz popular in the 70s.)
We both have decent sized cellars that could easily give the Vintage a Cava status,
and we could also hire from one of the theatrical accessory suppliers, a cobweb and
dust machine that would add a certain aesthetic maturity to the bottles.
I have therefore enclosed an Invoice for your inspection that itemizes the specific
cost for rent of garden space, and general upkeep of the vines, as well as costs for
suggested branding and use of local names. I trust that you will enjoy considering
this marvelous idea and I look forward to receiving your comments and thoughts in
due course.
Kindest Regards and “Cheers!”

Bob Howard
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“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive
Twickenham, Middx, UK

Vida V. Harris
Penfolds
North American Office
2700 Napa Valley Corporate Drive
Suite A
Napa, CA 94558
USA
19th April
Dear Vida,
Thank you for your letter dated 6th April that also included the very generous gifts
of a bottle opener and two non-drip pourers. I will pass on one of the non-drip
pourers to my colleague in Croydon, who I know will be delighted.
I am sorry that you don’t want to take up our offer of new vineyards in Twickenham
and Croydon. I thought that Penfold would see the great advantages of establishing
an exciting business in consumer marketing and new vineyard growth.
But looking on the bright side, I am coming over to California in the next couple of
weeks, and wondered if I could pop in and say “Hello”, and thank you personally
for my lovely gifts? It’s always good to put a face to the name, don’t you agree?
Also, I could pick up a couple of Penfold vine cuttings that I could bring home and
plant in my garden to see if they take in my chalky soil. If you could spare say four
individual ones I could then give a couple to my friend in Croydon to see if they take
down there on his Southerly Slope.
Please let me know if this would be convenient and when would be the best time to
call. Maybe early afternoon so that I could sample a little of what’s on offer?
Thank you again and I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully meeting up.
Kind Regards
Yours sincerely

Bob Howard.
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“Cookeswithin”
99, Kerching Drive
Twickenham, Middx, UK.

Caroline Brooks,
Penfolds,
Southcorp Wines
Grange House,
15 Church Street,
Twickenham
TW1 3NL
1st August
Dear Caroline,
How totally amazing to hear from you.
I too have been concerned that despite three letters to you over a period of four
months, I’ve heard absolutely nothing.
I have received a lovely reply from Vida V. Harris in Napa California, but even she
didn’t feel the need to reply to my second letter when I offered to “Call in and say
Hi!” when I was recently visiting USA. Strange or what?
With regard to your letter and request to telephone you, I’m sure that you will
understand that this wouldn’t be the best option under the circumstances. You see,
I prefer to write letters as it allows clarity of thought and prevents loose words being
said and vague promises being offered.
I still feel that “Croydon Creek” and “Twickenham Ridge” would be a marvelous
brand to develop but since writing to you, my “Partner in Wine” has moved to
Riddlesdown, so perhaps his amended vintage could be “Riddle’s Puddle”. It has a
certain English charm don’t you think?
Your letter is quite vague and suggests that you will be able to “sort out this matter
very shortly”. I’m not sure what needs sorting. Either you like my ideas or you don’t.
It’s as simple as that. I just want to know what you think.
I hope that I don’t have to wait another four months for a reply.
Kind Regards,
Sincerely

Bob Howard

